Abstract: A poorly known skink, Eumeces tamdaoensis Is redescribed on the basis of a newly collected specimen from the northern part of Vietnam. The species has been allied to the fasciatus group of the genus iEumeces, but has closer relationship to the East Asian members of the obsoletus group, i. e., E. chinensis and E. kishinouyei.
In 1937 Bourret described Eumeces tamdaoensis on the basis of four specimens collected from Tam-dao, northern Vietnam. No additional specimens of this skink have ever been reported thereafter. Two subsequent authors (Fitch, 1958; Lieb, 1985) listed this species as a member of the fasciatus group, which is one of Taylor's (1936) intrageneric groups. However, they did not provide the specific features of this species, probably because they failed to gain access to the original description. Due to unavailability of the publication in which Bourret's (1937) description appeared (i. e., Bulletin Generale de 1'Instraction Publique, Hanoi), this species has been one of the least known members of the genus Eumeces.
In 1982 a peculiar specimen of Eumeces was collected from northern Vietnam. Since then we fortunately obtained a copy of Bourret (1937) through the courtesy of Dr. R. Yoshii, and we identified the specimen as E. tamdaoensis, since even details of the morphology of the specimen agreed well with the original description of that species. Although Bourret (1937) compared the species only with E. elegans and insufficiently diagnosed it, we found that it is a valid species from comparisons with other East Asian species of Eumeces.
In this paper we redescribe this poorly known species, Eumeces tamdaoensis, Four syntypes were reported to be deposited in the Laboratoire des Sciences Naturelles de 1'Universite Indochinoise, Hanoi (Bourret, 1937) , but the present location of these specimens is unknown. Frontal moderate, much longer than its distance from tip of snout, slightly narrower posteriorly, in contact with anterior three supraoculars.
Frontoparietals longer than wide, forming a median suture equal to half their length.
Interparietal less in area than frontoparietals, round behind, in contact with nuchals, slightly narrowed posteriorly, as long as wide in young, nearly twice as long as wide in adult.
Parietal large, greatest width about three fourths of length. Nuchals two pairs. First postnuchal scale in second row slightly larger than following scales. Nasal moderate, divided, posterior portion behind nostril as large as anterior portion. Postnasal present. Anterior loreal as high as posterior.
Posterior loreal three fourths as high as long, touching two supralabials but rarely divided into anterior and posterior part (ZIL 19806, Fig. 2A specimen (ZIL 19806 ) the posterior loreals on both sides were divided into anterior and posterior parts. On the other hand, one of the syntype (LSNUI 89) possessed an undivided posterior loreal (Bourret, 1937: p. 20, Fig. Sb) . Bourret (1937) did not mentioned thin character, but no undividedd posterior loreal seems to have been found in the remaining specimens of the type series.
Distribution. -Bourret (1937: p. 19) described E. tamdaoensis based on three adults from Tam-dao (Fig. 1) and one juvenile of unknown locality. He, however, suggested that this juvenile specimen had been also captured at Tam-dao.
The present specimen (ZIL 19806) was collected from Kuk-Fiong, which is about 150km south of the Tam-dao, and therefore, this species is so far limited to the northern part of Vietnam. DISCUSSION Taylor (1936) revised the genus Eumeces and recorded twelve species of three intrageneric groups from East Asia; one species of the quadrilineatus group, two species of the obsoletus group and nine species of the fasciatus group. In 1937, just after the publication of his revision, E. tamdaoensis Bourret from Vietnam and E. coreensis Doi and Kamita from North Korea were newly described. Later, E. tamdaoensis was assigned to the frisciatus group (Fitch, 1958; Lieb, 1985) . In the comparison of E. tamdaoensis with E. elegans, Bourret (1937) noted that the former differs from the latter in having a postnasal and divided postmentals, and in lacking a bifurcating line on the parietal region. He, however, neither compared E. tamdaoensis with the remaining congeneric species from East Asia, nor mentioned its phylogenetic position.
Eumeces tamdaoensis with the five-lined dorsal color pattern apparently differs from the members of the quadrilineatus group having a four-lined pattern.
It is also different from the members of the fasciatus group except E. xanthi in having a triangular lower secondary temporal and divided postmentals and in lacking a pair of keeled postanal scale. Eumeces xanthi possesses a pair of keeled postanal scales and an irregular femoral scale patch, both of which are absent in E. tamdaoensis.
The East Asian obsoletus group consists of E. chinensis, E. kishinouyei, and E. coreensis. The last species was assigned to this intrageneric group by Fitch (1955) . The states of some characters in E. coreensis remain unknown, since the original description given by Doi and Kamita (1937) is quite inadequate and the location or deposition of the type specimens is unknown. However, E. coreensis is most similar to E. chinensis at least in having a large body size (over 100mm in adult SVL), divided postmentals, and a triangular loler secondary temporal, and in lacking a pair of postnasals.
Therefore, we agree with Fitch's (1954) assignment of this species to the obsoletus group. Eumeces tamdaoensis resembles the Asian members of the obsoletus group in having a large size (more than 100mm in adult SVL), divided postmentals, and a triangular lower secondary temporal, and in lacking a pair of keeled postanal scales or an irregular femoral scale patch. It is most closely related to E. kishinouyei from the Ryukyu Archipelago of Japan in having a pair of postnasals.
Thus, although Fitch (1958) and Lieb (1985) allocated E. tamdaoensis to the fasciatus group, it seems more appropriate to assign this species to the obsoletus group. E. tamdaoensis is distinct from the Asiatic members of the obsoletus group in having a unique pattern on the head and fewer paravertebral scales (38-40) as compared with more than 47 in F_. chinensis and E. kishinouyer.
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